
 

At the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design, students driven to become creative professionals have the freedom to develop their talents 
beyond traditional boundaries while immersed in a transformative studio, academic and career-driven curriculum. On graduation, they 
join thousands of successful MIAD alumni whose talents are continuously in demand, and whose lifework is driven by the passion to 
inspire, problem solve and innovate for our economy and society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MILWAUKEE… Should a chair or table delight and engage? Can furniture transform beyond its use 
to become an art form? These are questions viewers will be left with after Dan Friedman: Radical 
Modernist, the newest exhibition at the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design, on view in the Frederick 
Layton Gallery October 1 – December 3.  
 
Exhibiting in the Midwest for the first time, Dan Friedman: Radical Modernist offers legendary 
designer Dan Friedman’s unique vision with his contributions to graphic design and the broader realm 
of visual culture. 
 
Curated by Steven Skov Holt and Mara Holt Skov with assistance from Christopher Pullman and the 
support of Ken Friedman, this exhibition highlights Friedman’s groundbreaking typography, eccentric 
furniture and playfully-subversive 3D objects integral to both American street culture as well as global 
experimental design. 
 
Exhibit designer Christopher Pullman gives a talk during the Opening Reception on Friday, September 
30 at 6 p.m. in the Frederick Layton Gallery. 
 
About the artist: 
Dan Friedman was a pioneer exploring the experimental and conceptual limits of the design field. His 
work, though often made with the sole purpose of delighting and engaging his audience, greatly shaped 
the pop culture landscape and even helped redefine the graphic design medium as an art form in its 
own right. Though an influential figure of the New York, Paris and Milan arts scenes, his work has 
rarely been exhibited since his untimely death in 1995.  
 
Dan Friedman: Radical Modernist positions Friedman—his personality and his work—at the center of 
the wildly inventive and vibrant 20th century period of American art. The exhibition is on view in the 
Frederick Layton Gallery, October 1 – December 3, with an Opening Reception on Friday, September 
30, 6 p.m. It is free and open to the public. Gallery hours are Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Free 
gallery tours available at miad.edu/gallerytours. 
 
 
 

Fall Gallery Night  

Dan Friedman: Radical Modernist exhibition engages and 
delights at MIAD October 1 – December 3 
For release: September 22, 2016 
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Dan Friedman: Radical Modernist, Oct. 1 – Dec. 3, MIAD’s Frederick 
Layton Gallery, 273 E. Erie St., Free admission; miad.edu  
Opening Reception: Friday, Sept. 30, 6 p.m. 


